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Pennsylvania LinesLL C - Abandonment Exemption - In Chester County, PA

BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the Pennsylvania Lines LLC (PRR or railroad) filed a notice of exemption
under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F to abandon a 0.34-mile line of railroad in Chester County,
Pennsylvania (PA). The subject line extends from Milepost 34.51 to Milepost 34.85 and islocated in
the City of Coatesville. A map depicting therail linein relaionship to the area served is gppended to
thisreport. 1f abandonment authority is granted, PRR would be authorized to remove theralls, tiesand
other appurtenances.

DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE

Land usein the vicinity of the right-of-way (ROW) is gpproximately 95 percent undevel oped
and 5 percent developed. The width of the ROW varies but is generaly 30 to 32 feet on each side of
the main track centerline. Trains have not moved on the line since June 1, 1999. According to PRR, it
does not have feettitle to the entire ROW underlying the line proposed for abandonment; therefore, a
contiguous corridor for public use would not be available. PRR does not intend to remove or
appreciably dter the contour of the roadbed, and where PRR owns the ROW, it would be alowed to
revegetate naturaly. According to PRR, Thelineis not located in a 100-year floodplain and does not
Cross waterway’s.

According to PRR, the subject lineis the stub-end of aline of the Wilmington and Northern
Railroad Company that was part of the Reading Company system. It was origindly constructed in
1870. Theline was turned into aminor branch line after abandonment of the through line and changes
in operation. A cattle crossing is gpparently the only structure on the rail line that is 50 years of age or
older.



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The railroad submitted environmenta and historicd reports that indicate that the qudity of the
human environment would not be affected significantly as aresult of the abandonment or any pod-
abandonment activities. The railroad served these reports on a number of appropriate Federd, state,
and local agencies as required by the Surface Trangportation Board's (Board) environmenta rules[49
CFR 1105.7(b)]. The Board's Section of Environmentd Andyss (SEA) reviewed and investigated the
record in this proceeding.

PRR does not intend to remove or appreciably dter the contour of the roadbed, and where
PRR owns the ROW, it would be alowed to revegetate naturaly. Consdering that the surrounding
land islargely undeveloped, the proposed abandonment and revegetation would not be expected to
have adverse land use impacts.

Because traffic has not moved on the subject rail line snce Junel, 1999, the proposed
abandonment would not be expected to impact the devel opment, use and transportation of energy
resources or recyclable commodities, or result in the diverson of rail traffic to truck traffic that could
result in impactsto air quality or theloca transportation network.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Philadelphia Digtrict (USACE) stated that the information
in the railroad’ s environmenta report was not sufficient enough for the USACE to make a
determination on potentia impacts to waters of the United States including wetlands. Therefore, SEA
recommends a condition to address this concern.

Based on an undocumented response from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), PRR
reports that the subject rail lineislocated within the range of the bog turtle (Clemmys muhlenbergii), a
speciesthat is Federdly listed asthreatened. At the time this Environmenta Assessment (EA) was
prepared, the USFWS had not yet commented on the proposed abandonment’ s potentia impacts to
the bog turtle. Therefore, SEA recommends a condition to address this concern.

The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency had not responded to the railroad’ s environmental
report at the time this EA was prepared. According to PRR, there are no known hazardous waste sites
or hazardous materia spill Stes on the subject ROW.

The U.S. Department of Commerce' s National Geodetic Survey has identified two (2)
geodetic station markers that may be affected by the proposed abandonment. Therefore, SEA
recommends a condition to address this concern.

The PA Bureau of Higtoric Preservation - Division of Archaeology & Protection (the State
Historic Preservation Offices or SHPO) reviewed the railroad’ s historic report and concluded that
there are no Nationd Regiger digible or listed historic or archaeologica properties in the area of the
proposed abandonment (SHPO File No. ER 04-0479-029-A). SEA concurs with the SHPO's



findings and consultation responsbilities under Section 106 of the Nationa Historic Preservation Act,
16 U.S.C. 470f, are now complete.

CONDITIONS

We recommend that the following environmenta conditions be placed on any decison granting

abandonment authority:

1.

Prior to conducting any abandonment or salvaging activities, the railroad shall consult with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Philadelphia Digtrict to assess potentia impacts to waters of
the United States including wetlands and to determine any potentia permitting requirements.

Prior to conducting any abandonment or salvaging activities, the railroad shall consult with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) Pennsylvania Fidd Office (State College, PA) to
assess potential impacts to the bog turtle or other Federally threatened or endangered species,
and identify any appropriate mitigation measures that may be warranted. Therallroad shdll
report the results of the USFW'S consultations to the Surface Transportation Board' s Section
of Environmentd Andyss

The National Geodetic Survey (NGS) has identified two (2) geodetic station markers that
could be affected by the proposed abandonment. Therefore, the railroad shal notify NGS 90
days prior to sdvage activities in order to plan for their potentia removd.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the information provided from al sources to date, we conclude that, as currently

proposed, abandonment of the line would not Sgnificantly affect the quality of the human environment.
Therefore, the environmenta impact statement process is unnecessary.

Alternatives to the proposed abandonment would include denid (and, therefore, no changein

operations), discontinuance of service without abandonment and continued operation by another
operator. In any of these cases, the existing qudity of the human environment and energy consumption
should not be affected.

PUBLIC USE

Following abandonment and sdvage of therail ling, the ROW may be suitable for other public

use. A reguest containing the requisite four-part showing for imposition of a public use condition (49
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CFR 1152.28) mugt be filed with the Surface Trangportation Board and served on the railroad within
the time specified in the Federal Register notice.

TRAILSUSE

A request for anotice of interim trail use (NITU) is due to the Surface Transportation Board,
with a copy to the railroad, within 20 days of publication of the notice of exemption in the Federa
Regiger. However, the Board will accept late-filed requests as long as it retains jurisdiction to do so.
This request must comply with the Board' s rules for use of ROWs as trails (49 CFR 1152.29).

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The Board's Office of Public Services (OPS) responds to questions regarding interim trail use,
public use, and other reuse aternatives. Y ou may contact OPS directly at 202-565-1592 or mail
inquiries to the Surface Transportation Board, Office of Public Services, Washington, DC 20423.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENTS

If you wish to file comments regarding this environmenta assessment, send an original and two
copies to Surface Transportation Board, Case Control Unit, Washington, DC 20423, to the attention
of David Navecky, who prepared this environmental assessment. Please refer to STB Docket No.
AB-859X in all correspondence addressed to the Board. Questionsregarding this
environmental assessment should bereferred to David Navecky at 202-565-1593
(naveckyd@stb.dot.gov).

Date made available to the public: January 16, 2004
Comment due date: January 30, 2004
By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief, Section of Environmenta Analysis.

Vernon A. Williams
Secretary
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